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AGENDA>



AN INNOVATION 
DISTRICT IN 
ALBUQUERQUE WILL 
HELP GROW AND 
RETAIN PEOPLE AND 
BUSINESSES



INNOVATE ABQ WILL 
BECOME UNM’S HUB 
OF RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION IN THE 
DISTRICT AND CITY



WITHIN THE 
DISTRICT AND CITY, 
OTHER HUBS OF 
RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION EXIST



CENTRAL AVE IS 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO CONNECT THE 
DIFFERENT HUBS 
AND THE CITY



AS THESE PLACES 
ARE CONNECTED, 
PEOPLE AND 
BUSINESSES WILL 
BE ATTRACTED AND 
GROWN





Adaptive>

WHAT KIND OF 
INNOVATION 

DISTRICT?



INNOVATION is creativity +  business>



Creativity =  coming up with ideas>



There are many scales of innovation>



GRASSROOTS INNOVATION>



INSTITUTIONAL INNOVATION>



ABQ should 
have both!



Need things to attract +  keep talent>



These things work together to create a viable 
innovation ecosystem>

*brookings institute
“The rise of innovation districts” 
Http://www.brookings.edu/about/
programs/metro/innovation-districts



Making a place for innovation>



A successful 
district HAS 
things that 

attract people 
and make them 

want to be 
there



KINETIC>

PEER DISTRICTS:
BENCHMARKING



CORTEXT Innovation COMMUNITY>

1. Washington university medical 
school campus 

2. novo bjc healthcare hospital 
campus

3. St. Louis college of pharmacy

4. goldfarb school of nursing

5. Washington university genomics 
institute

6. Washington university genome data 
center

7. Cortex biogenerator accelerator 
lab

8. techshop st. louis

9. Center for emerging technologies 
biogenerator

10. Cofactor genomics

11. Future cortex metro station 2016

12. shriner hospital

13. FDA

14. solae/Dupont

15. 4240 Cambridge innovation center

Major institutions:

Cortex innovation community
St louis, Missouri

338 acres



SOUTH LAKE UNION>

1. Amazon 

2. Novo nordisk

3. Institute for systems biology

4. Northeastern university Seattle

5. Seattle biomedical research 
institute

6. University of Washington research 
campus

7. Allen institute for brain science

8. battelle Seattle research center

9. Gates foundation

10. Path

11. Fred Hutchinson cancer research 
center

12. Museum of history and industry

Major institutions:

South lake union
Seattle, Washington

359 acres



UNIVERSITY CITY>

University city
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

538 acres

1. University of Pennsylvania

2. Drexel university

3. wistar institute

4. First round capital

5. Penn Alexander school

6. Children’s hospital of Philadelphia

7. U Penn innovation & research park 
[planned]

8. University science center

9. VA hospital

10. University of the sciences

Major institutions:



Innovation DISTRICT>

1. Boston convention & exhibition 
center

2. fraunhofer cse

3. wework + general assembly

4. Factory 63

5. Blade

6. zipcar HQ

7. Vertex pharmaceuticals

8. One marina park

9. Institute of contemporary art

10. District hall

11. Seaport world trade center

12. Blue hills bank pavilion

13. HQ Boston

14. Boston design center

15. masschallange

16. drydock shared labs

Major institutions:

Innovation district
Boston, Massachusetts

595 acres



KENDALL SQUARE>

1. MIT

2. Koch center for integrative cancer 
research

3. MIT media lab

4. Microsoft

5. Yahoo

6. Google Cambridge

7. Broad institute

8. Whitehead institute for biomedical 
research

9. akamai technologies inc

10. Cambridge innovation center 
[facebook, apple, highland capital, 
Charles river ventures]

11. Amazon

12. Pfizer research technology center

13. Genomics collaborative

14. acceleron

15. novartis institutes for biomedical 
research

16. Lab I central

Major institutions:

Kendall square
Cambridge, Massachusetts

481 acres



BROOKLYN TECH TRIANGLE>

Brooklyn tech triangle
New York, new York

915 acres

1. Manufacturing space

2. Steiner studios

3. Metro tech

4. University cluster

5. Cultural district

6. Barclays center

7. Special downtown Brooklyn 
district

8. Atlantic yards

9. Brooklyn digital foundry

10. Carrot Creative

11. NYU Poly

12. Long Island university

Major institutions:



INNOVATION DISTRICT
Albuquerque, New Mexico
1-MILE RADIUS = 2,010 acres 

INNOVATION DISTRICT>

1. FBC site
2. Fat pipe ABQ
3. UNM
4. WESST
5. Sandia biotech
6. Verge fund
7. abqid
8. cnm
9. Cnm stemulus center

Major institutions:



benchmarking the INNOVATION DISTRICT>



CONNECTED>

UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PLACE



THE CORRIDOR>

STREETS

PARKS & OPEN SPACES



WALKABIL ITY>

1/4 mile [ 5 minute ] walk

1/2 mile [ 10 minute ] walk

3/4 mile [ 15 minute ] walk



TRANSPORTATION ASSETS>

EXISTING BUS ROUTES

PROPOSED BRT ROUTE

BICYCLE LANES

SURFACE PARKING

STRUCTURED PARKING



AREAS TO PROTECT>

Single family residential

Utility AREAS / EASEMENTS

PARKS & OPEN SPACES



CIVIC INFRASTRUCTURE>

Church

Hospital

Education

Government



AMENITIES>

Restaurant

Service

Hotel

Entertainment

Retail

Bar



UNDERUTIL IZED AREAS>

AGING Industrial USES

Vacant PARCELS

Surface parking AREAS



DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES>

INFILL DEVELOPMENT / ADAPTIVE 
RE-USE / RETROFITS

ANCHOR DEVELOPMENT / 
POTENTIAL PARCEL ASSEMBLAGES

LARGE AREAS FOR MASTER 
PLANNING

Vacant or surface parking



Walking distance

1/2 mile

Major North south connections

Parking deck

Central ave

Park

Drainage

ACTIVITY NODES

Entertainment

Retail

Bar

Restaurant

Service

Large enough to need separate plan

Potential parcel assemblages

Infill redevelopment and retrofits

UNDERSTANDING OF THE PLACE>





DISCRETE AREAS>
Downtown> East downtown> University>

Rail trail> University crossing>



THE MASTER 
PLAN VISION

ASPIRATIONAL>



The master plan supports and 
reinforces both grassroots and 

institutional innovation that 
BUILDS off THE EXISTING CHARACTER 

of THE district. 

It  will CREATE A PLACE WHERE 
PEOPLE,  IDEAS,  AND Businesses CAN 

GROW and flourish.



Opportunity AREAS>

Walking distance

1/2 mile

North-south connections

Central ave

Development OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity area



Walking distance

1/2 mile

North-south connections

Central ave

Development OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity area

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTIONS>



OPPORTUNITIES for DEVELOPMENT>

Walking distance

1/2 mile

North-south connections

Central ave

Development OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity area



DOWNTOWN>



DOWNTOWN AS IT  EXISTS TODAY>

DOWNTOWN 
ALBUQUERQUE IS 
well-established 
and DEFINED BY ITS 
EXISTING URBAN FABRIC, 
walkability, HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS, AND a 
variety OF BUSINESSES 
AND AMENITIES



OPPORTUNITIES IN DOWNTOWN>

Infill parcels

Adaptive reuse parcels

Parcel assemblages

AREA FOR MASTER PLANNING

Buildings with adaptive re-use 
potential



THE VISION FOR DOWNTOWN>

By strengthening 
its existing public 
spaces and amenities, 
as well as creating 
new ones, DOWNTOWN 
ALBUQUERQUE WILL 
BE THE EPICENTER of 
activity for the city



RAIL CORRIDOR>



RAIL CORRIDOR AS IT  EXISTS TODAY>

The rail corridor 
is currently the 
largest barrier 
separating downtown 
from eastern 
downtown; It is 
characterized by 
vacant parcels and 
large industrial sites



OPPORTUNITIES IN RAIL CORRIDOR>

Infill parcels

Adaptive reuse parcels

Parcel assemblages

AREA FOR MASTER PLANNING

Buildings with adaptive re-use 
potential



THE VISION FOR RAIL CORRIDOR>

The rail corridor 
will capitalize on 
the redevelopment 
of the rail yards. 
It will be designed 
as a signature 
public amenity that 
reconnects the city 
with itself



EAST DOWNTOWN>



EAST DOWNTOWN AS IT  EXISTS TODAY>

Backed by EDO, 
east downtown is 
establishing itself 
as a place people 
want to live: several 
new residential 
developments and 
new businesses have 
taken root



OPPORTUNITIES IN EAST DOWNTOWN>

Infill parcels

Adaptive reuse parcels

Parcel assemblages

AREA FOR MASTER PLANNING

Buildings with adaptive re-use 
potential



THE VISION FOR EAST DOWNTOWN>

There is still room 
to grow; Innovate 
ABQ WITH a strong 
connection TO 
downtown AND 
UNM WILL reinforce 
activity and support 
continued investment 
in east downtown



THE INTERSTATE>



THE VISION FOR THE INTERSTATE>

Similar to the 
rail corridor, the 
interstate (i-25) will 
become a signature 
public space that 
reconnects the 
corridor and 
reinforces central 
ave as walkable



UNIVERSITY CROSSING>



UNIVERSITY CROSSING AS IT  EXISTS TODAY>

New development at 
university crossing 
has yet to gain 
momentum; Its older 
building stock may 
make it attractive to 
new start-ups



Opportunities

OPPORTUNITIES IN UNIVERSITY CROSSING>

Infill parcels

Adaptive reuse parcels

Parcel assemblages

AREA FOR MASTER PLANNING

Buildings with adaptive re-use 
potential



THE VISION FOR UNIVERSITY CROSSING>

University crossing 
will be A place where 
start-ups looking 
for economical space 
and proximity to UNM 
can thrive; It may 
one day provide an 
opportunity for UNM 
to expand off-campus



UNIVERSITY blvd>



THE VISION FOR THE UNIVERSITY blvd>

University blvd will 
become a signature 
street that is the 
backbone by which 
UNM, HSC, and STP are 
reconnected with the 
central ave corridor 
as well as with each 
other



UNIVERSITY>



UNIVERSITY AS IT  EXISTS TODAY>

University is 
characterized by 
the presence of 
UNM’s main campus; 
It provides the 
intellectual capital 
that is the foundation 
for innovation in the 
city



Opportunities

OPPORTUNITIES IN UNIVERSITY>

Infill parcels

Adaptive reuse parcels

Parcel assemblages

AREA FOR MASTER PLANNING

Buildings with adaptive re-use 
potential



THE VISION FOR UNIVERSITY>

University will be 
integrated with the 
rest of the city; 
Students and faculty 
will have access to 
new opportunities 
for growth without 
having to leave 
Albuquerque



HSC>



THE VISION FOR HSC>

HSC has the 
opportunity to 
expand along Lomas 
blvd; it will become 
an anchor for health 
science innovation 
in Albuquerque and a 
critical piece of the 
innovation ecosystem 



STP>



THE VISION FOR STP>

STP is a critical piece 
of Albuquerque’s 
innovation ecosystem; 
It provides larger 
spaces and resources 
for businesses 
and ideas to grow 
beyond the start-up/ 
incubator sCALE



THE PLAN>



LIMITLESS>

PLAN
ELEMENTS



PLAN elements>

Corridor 
Elements>

OPPORTUNITY area 
Elements>

>StreetsCAPES

>TRANSIT

>UTIL IT IES+SERVICES

>SIGNAGE+WAYFINDING

>PARKS+OPEN SPACES

>NEW DEVELOPMENT

>Public ART

>LIGHTING DESIGN



CORRIDOR ELEMENTS>



CENTRAL AVE,  TRANSIT PRIORITIZED>



CENTRAL AVE,  TRANSIT BALANCED>



OPPORTUNITY AREA 
ELEMENTS>



EXISTING FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SITE>



SITE OPPORTUNITIES>



DEVELOPMENT scenario 1>



DEVELOPMENT scenario 2>



DEVELOPMENT scenario 3>



COMPARISON>

>Scenario 1 >Scenario 2 >Scenario 3



NEXT STEPS>

LIMITLESS>

CONNECTED ABQ>

Vibrant>


